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CONFIDENTIAL 


FED. 156/400/09 

PRIORITY 

SAVING 

From the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

To the Officer Administering the Government of HONG KONG 
DATE 11th February, 196. 

No. 349 #£Saving. 


(i) Your savingram No. 45 of 3rd January. 


Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation 


Our information on this Organisation is limited, 
but it would appear that it was inaugurated in January 1961 at 
New Delhi at the first Conference of representatives of 
Governments and national farmers organisations in Afro-Asian 
countries. All those countries which attended the first 
Conference automatically became eligible for membership of 
the Organisation. Other countries in Africa and Asia may be 
admitted as members of the Organisation provided they are full 
or associate members of the F.A.O. and are included in the 
regional limits prescribed for the African and Asian region 
of F.A.O. 


2e The main functions of the Organisation are:- 


(a) to develop understanding among members for 
better appreciation of each others problems 
and to explore collective opportunities 
for co-ordination of efforts for promoting 
welfare and eradication of hunger and poverty 
amongst rural people in Africa and Asia; 


to assist in the formation and development of 
non-official, non-political and non-sectarian 
organisations of rural people and the establishment 
of a healthy relationship between them and the 
Government agencies responsible for agricultural 
development and rural reconstruction; 


to promote the Co-operative Movement and 
Co-operative activities in the various phases 
of the life of the rural people; 


to promote the exchange of farmers and experts 
from one country to another; 


to organise international and regional meetings, 
seminars, conferences, exhibitions and fairs to 
produce literature and undertake publicity and; 


to consider the possibilities of assisting in 

the disposal or exchange of surplus agricultural 

commodities among members and others. / 
3e 
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Le The Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation 
and the Conferences organised by the Organisation 
are non=political and non-sectarian in nature. 


he The Organisation held its Second Conference 
in Cairo last year and the only information I have 
on the proceedings of this meeting is contained in the 
enclosed copy of 4 press statement by the Malayan Minister 
of Agricultural Co-operatives who led a three-man 
Malayan delegation to the Conference. 


5e There would be no objection to your sending an 
observer to the Conference to be held in Kuala Lumpur. 


SECER. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Me, 34 


Aq FER 1054 


DRAFT PRIORITY SAVINGRAM TO THE GOVERNOR, HONG KONG. 
Se enNstensasanansansehenne em eee, 


Hoy/poptian tyr ot eonGuaaee, 


Your savingram No.45 of 3rd January. 
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organi zation. 
Our information on this Organisation is limited, but it 
would appear that it was inaugurated in January, 1961 at 
New Delhi at the first Conference of representatives of 
Governments and national farmers organisations in Afro-Asian 
countries. All those countries which attended the first 
Conference automatically became eligible for membership of 
the Organisation. Other countries in Africa and Asia may be 
admitted as members of the Organisation provided they are full 
or associate members of the F,A.0. and are included in the 
regional limits prescribed for the African and Asian region of 
F,A.O. 
2s The main functions of the Organisation aret- 
(a) to develop understanding among members for 
better appreciation of each others problems 
and to explore collective opportunities 
for co-ordination of efforts for promoting 
welfare and eradication of hunger and poverty 
amongst rural people in Africa and Asia: 
to assist in the formation and development of 
non-official, non-political and non-sectarian 
organisations of rural people and the establishment 
of a healthy relationship between them and the 
Government agencies responsible for agricultural 
development and rural reconstruction; 
te promote the Co-operative Movement and Co-operative 
activities in the various phases of the life of the 
rural people; 
to promote the exchange of farmers and experts from 
one country to another; 


/(e) 
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(e) to organise international and regional 


meetings, seminars, conferences, exhibitions 


ce 
and fails to produce literature and undertake 


publicity and; 
to consider the possibilities of assisting in 
the disposal or exchange of surplus agricultural 
commodities among members and others. 
The Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation and 
Conferences organised by the Organisation are non-political 
an@ non-sectarian in nature. 
4, The Organisation held its Second Conference in Cairo 
last year and the only information I have on the proceedings 
of this meeting is contained in the enclosed copy of a press 
statement by the Malayan Minister of Agricultural Co-operatives 
who led a three-man Malayan delegation to the Conference. 
5e There would be no objection to your sending an observer 


to the Conference to be held in Kuala Lumpur, 
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, INWARD TELEGRAM 
& TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


FROM HONG KONG (Sir R. Black) 


D. 6th February, 19646 


» 6th * 08.55 hrs. 


Noe 173-6 


Grateful for early reply to my 
(|) Savingram Noe 45 of 3rd January. 


J 
* © 


FED 156/400/09 


January, 1964 


I enclose a copy of a savingram from the Governor 
of Hong Kong about an invitation which he has received 
to send an observer to a conference of the Afro Asian 
Rural Reconstruction Organisation to be held in Kuala 
Lumpur from 17th February to 2nd March. 


We have prepared the attached draft reply based 
on information supplied by the Department of Technical 
Co-operation. I should be grateful to learn as soon 
as possible whether you agree with its terms and, in 
particular, with the conclusion that there is no 
objection to Hong Kong sending an observer to the 
Conference, 


S. Carter) 
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2600028 C.S. 20B 


of the CoG. Hong Kong 


To the Secretary of State for the Colonies 


SAVINGRAM 


Repeated to :— 


Repeated to :— 


I enclose a copy of a letter dated December 17 
from the Secretary General of the Afro-Asian Rural 
Reconstruction Organisation inviting me to send a 
delegation to represent Hong Kong as observers at the 
forthcoming Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Conference 
to be held in Kuala Lumpur from February 1/7 to March 2, 
1964. I also enclose copies of the Provisional Agenda 
and Programme for the Conference. 


Ze I have very littie information about the Afro- 
Asian Rural Reconstruction Organisation and should be 
grateful for guidance about its standing and political 
affiliations. Would you see any objection, or 
alternatively any advantage, in Hong Kong being repres- 
ented at the Conference? 
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AFRO-ASIAN RURAL RECONSTRUCTION ORGANIZATION 


CH Ht Plow we Ae yt Ai 
e ORGANISATION AFRO-ASIATIQUE POUR LA RECONSTRUCTION RURALE 


Phone : 74723 and 73966 22 Ring Road, Lajpat Nagar IV 
Cables : ‘RURALORGAN' New Delhi NEW DELHI-14, India 


ea ae 
ARRC 1-10(a) /63//as" Deceaber 17, 1963. 


Your Excellencd, 


I have the homour to iafom you that the First General Session of the 
Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Conference will be held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia from February 17 te March 2, 1964. The Coverment of Malaysia is 
M. sea penal? acting as the host of the Conference, 
a O amd, 
ad Cuter eh: @ The Afro-Asian Rural Reconstruction Conference is the name of the biennial 
conference of the Rural Reconstruction Organisation which was comstituted during 
the second Afro-Asian Conference on oe a ren which was held in Cairo 
in March 1962. 
which is a menber of the Food and led oat rand Orgemization of the United Nations, 
is eligible to join this Organisation. The organisation has been set up at the 
govermmental level and goverments of 2 countries have already joined the 
organisation and atleast tem more are expected to convey the acceptance of the 
Constitution and join the Organization by the time the Conference meets in 
Kuala Lumpur. 


It is expected that Goverments of at least thirty. countries and a dosen 
inter Governmental end non Govermiental Orgamisations including Agencies of the 
United Nations and other Foundations will take part in the Conference. 


On behalf of the Organization, I extend a cordial invitation to the 
Goverment of Hong Kong to participate im the Conference and depte an observer 
delegation to take part in it. Your delegation will have ail the facilities to 
participate in the meetings and the Commissions of the Conference except that 
et will not be eligible to vote on sny matters relating to the policy or 

rehip of the Organisation. 


I shall be very happy to have the acceptance of the invitation from 
Your Excellenay at an early date. 


Accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of ay highest considerstion. 


. > ee 
p)i~ pe; og > Kose Poon | 
é in 27" (K. D. SHARMA) 
H, B, Sir Robert Black, Secretary General 
Governor & Commander-in-Chief, 
Governeent of Hongkong, 
Hongkong. 


'x' 
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